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We believe that

through collaborative discussions of serious ideas

we learn to understand and
respect each other.

TO llChS tO NCES offers a unique way to incorporate seminar discussions

in your classroom. Through Touchstones discussions, students develop critical thinking skills
and the ability to collaborate with teachers and peers, take ownership of their educations, and
accept responsibility for their work in school and in the larger community.

MISSION




A Touchstones group in action at Frederick Douglass Academy II
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

THE TOUCHSTONES APPROACH to discussion
groups grew out of more than 25 years of experience
with the seminar program at St. John’s College in
Annapolis, Maryland and our reflections on the
nature of collaboration; the relationship between texts
and personal experience; the ways in which authority,
expertise and power impede cooperation; and the
obstacles to the examination of our most fundamental
assumptions about the world in which we live.

Students of all abilities and backgrounds have
participated in Touchstones. All students, even
those who are normally marginalized, are equally
included and challenged by a Touchstones discussion.
Touchstones programs are used throughout the United
States as well as in China, Myanmar, Lebanon, Haiti,

South Africa, Chile and Jordan.

As teachers, community leaders, and concerned
citizens, we owe our students an education that enables
each of them to succeed in a rapidly-changing world
filled with disorienting new challenges. At Touchstones
we have perfected methods that teach students to
think independentdy and to work collaboratively
and respectfully with others — keys to navigating our
increasingly complex world — while becoming more
engaged and thoughtful members of our republic, our
communities and our places of work.

The Touchstones Discussion Project is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization. We depend on the generosity
of our supporters and the helpful feedback of teachers
who use Touchstones to make the programs and
materials the success they are.

On behalf of the staff and Board of Touchstones, I
want to thank you for your interest in the Touchstones
Discussion Project. We look forward to working with
you to make your Touchstones programs a success.

Sincerely,
Howard Zeiderman, President



WHY TOUCHSTONES?

Touchstones is a straightforward, structured, and powerful discussion method, proven to

build CI’ itical thinking, speaking, and questioning skills. The method promotes

intellectual responsibility, cooperation, leadership, and active Iistening.

A Touchstones volume is not just an anthology of texts. It is the foundation for a novel
approach to teaching, learning, and classroom management. The challenge and reward
are rooted in our method, which is built into the curriculum in our discussion manuals,

Teacher’s Guides, and Leader’s Supplements.

SANOLSHONOL AHA

€0







WHICH VOLUME SHOULD I USE?

The volumes listed in this catalogue are arranged according to the typical educational divisions:
elementary, middle, and high school. However, we advise you to choose your materials based on
the reading level of your particular group. Some high school teachers find that the middle school
volumes work better for their struggling readers, and some high-performing high school students
are ready for The Compass.

We intentionally avoid labeling any volume with age or grade level to allow for this flexibility.

Please feel free to contact Touchstones for advice about choosing the best volume for your class.
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TO PURCHASE TOUCHSTONES VOLUMES:

+ Visit www.touchstones.org

+ Call 410.263.2121 or 800.456.6542

+ Fax your purchase order to 410.974.8233, or send
it to PO. Box 2329, Annapolis, MD 21404

SHIPPING AND HANDLING
+ $12 for orders up to $500
+ 4% for orders over $500

Please allow up to three weeks for delivery. Rush and/
or alternative shipping is available.

CREDIT CARD ORDERS
We accept VISA, MasterCard, and Discover.

RETURNS

If you are not satisfied with your materials, simply
return them within 30 days of receipt for a full refund
less shipping and handling costs.

COPYRIGHT POLICY

Touchstones Discussion Project is a small non-profit
committed to providing educational services at the
lowest possible cost. We would like to respectfully
remind our customers that unlicensed photocopying of
texts and other Touchstones materials is not permitted.

800.456.6542

DISCUSSION LEADERSHIP: GETTING
STARTED

ISBN: 1-878461-09-5 $14.95

Discussion Leadership: Getting Started covers all aspects
of the Touchstones method, including individual and
small group work, questioning techniques, discussion
dynamics, and common behavioral problems. Its
practical advice helps new discussion leaders get started
and enhances the skills of experienced leaders.

“I discovered the value of Touchstones’ materials
as a member of the Paideia Group — a group of
would-be school reformers committed, among
other things, to training teachers to integrate
weekly Socratic Seminars into their classrooms.
Touchstones’ materials provide a rich vein of
texts, carefully chosen and edited for use by
students. The texts draw students into ‘thinking
out loud’ conversations about important ideas,
concepts, principles, and information — always
with the goals of deepened understanding,
strengthened analytical powers, and improved
expression.”

Dennis Gray, Socratic Seminar Consultant

touchstones.org
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